ECTS Credit System

Introduction of ECTS in October 2003 in all courses on the modular /
credit system.

2003/4 — General Regulations for University Undergraduate Awards —
revised 2008
http://www.um.edu.mt/registrar/requlations/general/harmonisedregs-08

2008/9 — General Regulations for University Postgraduate Awards
http://www.um.edu.mt/registrar/requlations/general/postgraduate_harmonised_regulations-14

By now, all courses at UG and PG levels utilise ECTS credits
Except for M.D. and B.Ch.D.

University Assessment Regulations, 2008
http um.edu.mt/registrar/regulations/ eral/assessment_regulations

Programme and Curriculum Development
Students’ workload:

Programmes of Study

all learning activities - lectures, seminars, practical work, projects, self-
- Profile / description of whole programme study, work placements, preparation for exams, examinations
- Main features and specific aims

- Learning outcomes * not contact hours
- Link between educational programme and labour market * no credits are awarded solely for attendance at lectures, seminars, etc

requirements « credit value is assigned to educational components
- Content * at UoM referred to as study-units/units

After consultation with stakeholders Award of credit on successful completion of unit as verified through:
- assessment

Credit allocation: - achievement of learning outcomes
- whole credit value must be awarded to student

- content is divided into educational components - does not depend on student’s results or level of performance

- credit is determined according to the weight to be given to the
students’ workload which would enable them to achieve the learning
outcomes

Workload  credits

art of internal QA procedures ECTS Credit Values

Are regularly reviewed through monitoring by lecturers and students 1 ECTS @l 251w Soliers =i Uel/ i 25 [ies

X 60 ECTS credits per full-time academic year
To see:
- First cycle: 180 — 240 credits

- if workload is realistic - Second cycle: 90 — 120 credits

- that credit value is fair for the amount of work required of students
Credit is awarded for successfully completed units

Academic Staff also look at: i.e. if not all 60 ECTS credits for a year have been obtained,
students are still awarded the credits for the passed units.

data on year/course completion rates

- results obtained by students level of performance is expressed in UoM grading system:
% marks and descriptive grade

Revision of credit values takes place if discrepancies are identified

between workload and time actually taken by majority of students to

achieve the learning outcomes




At UoM —

- For undergraduate courses: 4 ECTS credits and above
- For postgraduate courses: 5 ECTS credits or multiples of 5

When more standardised credit values are assigned it is easier to
develop interdisciplinary programmes as all departments use the same
credit value and hence easier to draw up a 60/180 credit programme

EMEC s the result of 3 three-year colborative projact among six higher

among a European network of students and academics.

The programme ® “The joint. masters degree will ba launched in September 2007. It wil
les (80 ECTS) and a thesis (40 ECTS). The
ach: opportunites for face to face meatings
the course wil be possibie during intensive two-week seminars which Wil
o of the participating instutions for 3l courss parbcipants. The on Ine componsnt
the open-source.

Contacts ®

Project partners ®

Early Chidhood education and care has, from its very oots in the late 16th century, been a field of
cross-national developmen

Early chidhood sducation and care has moved up European and national policy agendas providing
Growing requrement for 3 sirong European ressarch perspactive. The EU h

rease provision for young chicren. From the pe
development these dacisons mply, among
and care, sspacially the sducative natura of care.
nd citizenship, they mply the naed to ssplors ways of snbing young chidren's parbeipation.
“Traditionally, the education and care of young chidren has a rich European heritage. Despite attantion
o developing early chidhood services, there is 3 danger that this heritage i getting ost in local poicy
contexts due to the lack of a forum to urthar develop the European research dimension n the field.

“This exciting new Masters programme offers 3 unique opportunity to contribute to this research forum.

(c) from overseas university to UoM

for short mobility periods of study abroad under:

- Erasmus

- ISEP

- Utrecht

Or

- For whole years of study

- Not necessarily all units/credits are transferred to the new course
but according to the programme the student is joining

- Decided by receiving institution

At least 60 ECTS credits for the final year need to be followed at UoM

Joint Degrees

European Commission and EU funds have supported the development and
delivery of joint degrees whereby:

a number of partner universities develop:

units jointly

or

units individually according to the expertise available within the different
institutions

orm a coherent programme of study
e.g. European Master in Early Childhood Education and Care

6 partners developed the units collegially but each unit is the responsibility
of academics from the partner universities

Transfer of ECTS Credits
Facilitates transfer of students

(a) within the same institution
Areas within the same course —
BA Maltese and English to BA Maltese and Geography

From one course to another —

From BSc Hons Biology and Chemistry to B Ed Hons Specialisation Biology
Or

From B. European Studies to LL.B. with European Studies

(b) from one institution to another

From Institute of Tourism Studies to the University —
Diploma in Hospitality and Tourism Management to
Bachelor of Tourism Studies

Learner-centred approach

Learner has more choice and control over:
- Content:

choosing from different streams within an area (English, Engineering,
Architecture)

choosing areas of study from different faculties (Banking and Finance &
Statistics)
- Mode of study — easy to change from full-time to part-time or vice versa
- Place of learning — some units offered in Gozo and others in Malta

Also flexible pathways:

- Start diploma course

-Then student requires a break due to work/family circumstances,
work abroad

- Can be awarded certificate or diploma

- And thus have certification of studies successfully carried out.

Years later can come back to proceed with studies towards a degree
e.g. diploma to bachelor degree
or PG Diploma to Master




ECTS and Lifelong Learning UoM is looking into:
Recogpnition of non-formal and informal learning

to enable persons who had not been in a position or did not wish to pursue
HE when younger to study towards a tertiary level qualification.

Individual study-units can be taken for personal continuing education,
assessed and awarded credits

Examples: HE institutions can award credit for Learning Outcomes acquired not

through following structured academic programmes
provided these LO are the same or comparable to the Learning Outcomes
of particular academic units.

« Continuing Professional Development at Institute of Health Care for
health care professionals

« Specialised postgraduate units — taken by persons who wish to study or
go delve deeper into a particular area but who do not wish to follow the
whole programme

In such cases, after assessment, ECTS credits can be awarded.

In this way, the social dimension of HE is further strengthened.

Quality Assurance and ECTS

Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher
Education Area

Of particular importance:

Standard 1.2 — Approval, monitoring and periodic review of programmes
and awards
Standard 1.7 — Public Information

In 2007/8 the University set up:

- Programme Validation Committee composed of academics under the
chairmanship of the Pro Rector for Academic Affairs
- Academic Programmes Quality and Resources Unit (APQRU)

Internal mechanism for the approval, regular review and monitoring of In 2007/8 an online student feedback form was developed

programmes which are expected to include:
Pilot Project at the end of semester 1
-Development and publication of explicit learning outcomes More extensive feedback covering 298 units at the end of semester 2

-Curriculum and programme design and content Study-units are chosen to ensure that:

students are not required to fill in too many forms each semester

All lecturers receive online feedback over 2-3 semesters immediately on
submission of unit results

-Publication of qualitative and quantitative information regarding
programmes and awards

-Educational components — study-units — and ECTS credits with learning Developing method of showing generic results of student feedback on
outcomes and detailed information website

- Monitoring of study-units regarding content and patterns of achievement
by academics and through student feedback




New University Website

Can be updated by departments via user-friendly content
management system and hence easier to keep up-to-date.

Adhering to principle that information is located centrally but
linked to different web pages

Website navigation is more user friendly

enables the University to highlight e.g. particular courses which it
wishes to publicise




Study-unit information

- Content

- Pre-requisites

- Co-requisites

Levels of units - first digit indicates level of unit
e.g. EDU4204 indicates that the unit is at level 4
Method of assessment &
% weighting given to each assessment component

40% assignment & 60% examination
- Lecturer/s
- Academic year and semester when offered

Online database of study-units available to students and staff

In widely spoken language: English except for modern languages
Available to: - students

- Academic staff

- Administrators

- Accepted applicants

Programmes are approved by Boards of Faculties by end of January

During period January — April — approval by PVC and Senate
Published on faculty websites
Working towards having study-unit descriptions available on the web

Developing search facility on website:
Search by areas of interest, course title, cycle

Award of Europass Diploma Supplement







